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Ayanna was born and raised in Las Vegas, Nevada.  She attended the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, where she received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Political 
Science.  She graduated from Gonzaga University School of Law in 2010 and was 
admitted to practice law in November of that same year.  Her legal experience 
includes working as a legal assistant for a solo practitioner and serving as a prose-
cutor for the City of Tacoma.  Since 2002, she has worked for the Department of 
Social and Health Services, Division of Child Support (DCS).  She has served as  
a caseworker and an attorney handling child support hearings, working in both 
the Seattle and Olympia field offices.  Today, Ayanna serves as the Policy and 
Litigation Manager for DCS and works in their HQ office in downtown Olympia. 
 
Ayanna enjoys being involved in other organizations and activities.  She is an ac-
tive member of the graduate chapter (Seattle) of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated and a member of the Shades of Praise gospel choir at St. Therese 
parish in Seattle.  Ayanna loves to give her time and to be of service to communi-
ties in both Seattle and Olympia.  She also enjoys outdoor activities in the Pacific 
Northwest, including running and hiking.  Ayanna is a huge fan of the Seattle 
Seahawks, but you are more likely to find her inside of Safeco field catching a 
Mariners game rather than CenturyLink. 
 
Ayanna is looking forward to meeting attorneys and other professionals from 
around Washington State who are also interested in serving our communities and 
improving society for our citizens, families and friends.   

DEPARTMENT OF  
SOCIAL & HEALTH 

SERVICES/DIVISION 
OF CHILD SUPPORT 

 
712 Pear St 

Olympia WA 98501 
360.664.5337 

 
ayannaeagan@gmail.com  

Ayanna M. Eagan 

 2017  WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
FELLOW 



 

 

 2017  WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
FELLOW 

 

Paul A. Firuz 
  

Paul Firuz is an associate with Miller Nash Graham & Dunn in Seattle, Washing-
ton, and is a member of the firm's tax and trusts and estates teams.  His practice 
includes helping clients to envision, establish, and revise estate plans that make 
sense for their families, and also helping to navigate the complexities of trust & 
estate litigation, including advising clients regarding the rights and responsibilities 
of beneficiaries, fiduciaries, and creditors of estates.  Paul is a Fellow with the 
Real Property Probate and Trust section of the WSBA, and has been named by 
his peers as a "Rising Star" in Super Lawyers magazine for three years in a row. 
 
As the child of an immigrant, Paul proudly volunteered with the Northwest Im-
migrant Rights Project's Immigrant Families Advocacy Project as a law student at 
the University of Washington, and as a practicing attorney.  Paul is also a past 
treasurer of the Middle Eastern Legal Association of Washington.  As a queer 
and transgender person, Paul is active in the LGBTQ community, serving as a 
volunteer Ambassador for the GSBA, a volunteer with the Q-Law legal clinic, 
and as a board member of Gay City Health Project.  Paul's experience living and 
working both in the United States and in Turkey (he is a dual citizen), and his 
experience as a trans person, have given him a unique perspective as both an in-
sider and an outsider in many different contexts.  
  
Paul graduated from the University of Washington School of Law in 2012 and 
received his LL.M. in taxation from the UW in 2015.  Before law school, he stud-
ied at Boğaziçi University in Istanbul and graduated cum laude from New York 
University, where he was a National Merit Scholar and an NYU Baird Scholar.   
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Sonya Goykhman serves as corporate counsel in the Litigation group for Star-
bucks Coffee Company.  In her role, Sonya oversees and manages general liability 
litigation for retail stores in North America, provides legal advice and counsel to 
internal clients, and works with cross-functional teams in order to reduce risk and 
elevate the Starbucks global brand.  
 
Prior to joining Starbucks, Sonya clerked for the Honorable George F.B. Appel 
in Snohomish County Superior Court and worked for the King County Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s Office, Juvenile Division.  As a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, 
Sonya not only prosecuted cases involving juvenile offenders, but also worked 
with youth-serving agencies on early intervention efforts.  Sonya also worked as a 
civil litigator for a number of years, where her practice focused on product liabil-
ity, construction defect, and general liability claims.  
 
Born in the former Soviet Union, Sonya is fluent in Russian and English.  She 
immigrated as a Jewish refugee to the United States, via Austria and Italy, in her 
early childhood.  Sonya considers herself a true Seattleite.  She enjoys the Pacific 
Northwest and all that it has to offer.  
 
Sonya received a Bachelor of Arts in Literature from the University of Washing-
ton.  She received a Juris Doctor from Seattle University.   
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Jacqueline Justice is a Washington native.  Ms. Justice attended Central Washing-
ton University in 2004, where she received her Bachelors of Arts in Law and Jus-
tice and Spanish.  She received her J.D. from the University of Oregon in 2007.  
While at the University of Oregon, Ms. Justice was highly involved in the Black 
Law Students Association, Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity, and the Associated 
Students of the University of Oregon.  
 
Following law school, Ms. Justice taught for a law faculty in Ethiopia.  Upon her 
return, she engaged in volunteer activities with the Pierce County Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates (“CASA”) program.  She also serves as the Treasurer for 
the Seattle Alumni Phi Alpha Delta chapter and on the WSBA Court Rules and 
Procedure Committee.  Currently, Ms. Justice is an Attorney Advisor for the So-
cial Security Administration.   
 



 

 

 2017  WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
FELLOW 

 
Jean Y. Kang 

Jean Y. Kang is a litigation associate at Smith Freed & Eberhard. Jean graduated 
with a B.A. in Sociology from the University of Washington.  She went on to 
earn a J.D. from the Seattle University School of Law.  Jean has focused the ma-
jority of her practice on civil litigation, specifically insurance defense/coverage, 
and personal injury cases. Prior to civil work, Jean served as a deputy prosecuting 
attorney in  Cowlitz County and King County.   
  
Jean currently serves on the state board for Washington Women Lawyers as co-
VP for Professional Development, and previously served on the board for the 
Korean-American Bar Association. In addition to being a WSBA member, she is 
a member of the King County Bar Association and serves as an arbitrator for 
parties seeking resolution of legal matters through alternative dispute resolution.  
  
Jean is admitted to practice law in Washington state courts and federal courts for 
the Eastern and Western Districts of Washington.  
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Nam Nguyen is an Assistant Attorney General currently representing the Wash-
ington State Department of Retirement Systems.  Prior to working at the Attor-
ney General’s Office, Mr. Nguyen worked in private practice in Bellevue, WA, 
and Houston, TX.   
 
Mr. Nguyen has a history of community service.  After law school, he volun-
teered in Bayou La Batre, AL (where Forrest Gump started the Bubba Gump 
Shrimp Company) to help address the economic and social problems caused by 
the BP Oil Spill. There, he developed, managed, and implemented youth devel-
opment programs, social service programs for those with limited English profi-
ciency, and work training/retraining programs for workers displaced by the BP 
Oil Spill. Mr. Nguyen has, in the past, volunteered as an assistant scoutmaster 
and troop leader for both boy and girl scouts troops in Alabama, Massachusetts, 
Texas, and Washington. Recently, in August 2016, Governor Inslee appointed 
Mr. Nguyen to serve as a commissioner on the Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs.   
 
Mr. Nguyen graduated from Boston University School of Law in 2010. Prior to 
that, he obtained a Masters degree in Public Policy from the University of Michi-
gan and a bachelor degree from the University of Washington.  
  
Mr. Nguyen grew up in the Seattle area. He currently lives in Tumwater, WA. 
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Lauren Parris Watts 

Lauren Parris Watts graduated from The Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, 
Maryland with a Bachelor of Arts degree in International Studies. She returned to 
pursue her law degree at the Seattle University School of Law near her Pacific 
Northwest home. During law school she was a member of the Moot Court 
Board; competed in the National Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Team Competi-
tion; and served as the Vice President of the Black Law Students Association. She 
interned at Amazon as a corporate legal intern in the company’s Retail and Oper-
ations and IT Procurement groups during her second and third years of law 
school, and was a 1L and 2L summer associate at Helsell Fetterman LLP. 
  
After graduating from law school, Lauren joined Helsell Fetterman, where she 
was recently made partner (effective January 1, 2017). At Helsell, her practice fo-
cuses on representing and advising small to mid-sized business and individual 
clients in employment law issues and general commercial litigation with an em-
phasis on real estate disputes. In addition to her legal work, Lauren is actively in-
volved in her firm’s diversity and inclusion efforts. She has served on the Diversi-
ty Committee and the Richard S. White Fellowship Committee since her first year 
of practice, and recently joined a small advisory council in charge of executing 
firm-wide diversity and inclusion initiatives.  
 
Prior to becoming an attorney, Lauren had corporate and business experience—
from large companies such as First American Title Company and Starbucks to 
small family businesses and start-ups. She also briefly worked in the public sector 
as an intern for Senator Maria Cantwell in her Washington, D.C. office. 
 
Lauren is committed to staying active in the community and currently serves on 
the Board of Trustees at Seattle Girls’ School, a girls’ middle school in South Se-
attle. In her free time she enjoys spending time with her husband, Keith, and 
their 1 year old son, Miles. 
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Verónica Quiñónez  
  

VERONICA QUINONEZ LAW,  
PLLC 

 
14900 Interurban Ave S., Ste 271 

Tukwila, WA 98168 
  

206.486.5048 
 

veronica@vernonicaquinonezlaw.com 

Verónica Quiñónez is the President-Elect of the Latina/o Bar Association of 
Washington (LBAW), and previously served as the Director of Clinics for 
LBAW. She is also the Deputy President (Region XVI) for the Hispanic Nation-
al Bar Association.   
 
Mrs. Quiñónez is the owner of Veronica Quinonez Law, PLLC, located in South 
King County. Her firm offers bilingual mediation services and legal services in 
the counties of King and Pierce, primarily in the areas of family and juvenile law 
with a focus on representing legally free children in dependency matters. She 
enjoys working with at-risk children and providing affordable legal services for 
populations that are predominately underserved. She is also a volunteer mediator 
at the Dispute Resolution Center of King County, and a lead mediator for their 
Small Claims Program.  
 
Mrs. Quiñónez received her Juris Doctorate degree in 2011 from Seattle Univer-
sity School of Law, where she was the Vice President of the Latino/a Law Stu-
dent Association. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and Legal 
Reasoning from The University of Texas at El Paso in 2008, and also graduated 
from UTEP’s Law School Preparation Institute. She received the 2016 Presi-
dent’s Award and was the recipient of the 2016 WSBA Outstanding Young Law-
yer Award.  
 
She describes herself as a mother and wife, business owner, attorney, mediator, 
and volunteer. In her free time, Mrs. Quiñónez enjoys spending time with her 
husband and six-year-old daughter, cooking, traveling, and volunteering.   
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Matthew J. Sanders 
  

Matthew Sanders is a military brat. His parents, Floyd Sanders and Yong Sin, met 
while his father was stationed in South Korea serving in the U.S. Army. When 
Matthew was just a toddler, his father retired from the U.S. Army and moved his 
family to Washington. Along with his parents and two brothers, Matthew has re-
sided here ever since.  
 

Matthew attended Bethel High School, where he pursued a diverse set of interests, 
including theater and student government. In addition, Matthew lettered in Varsity 
football and track and field. After graduating from high school in 2004, Matthew 
attended Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio, where he continued to play football 
and majored in Political Science. During college, Matthew developed a passion for 
films and storytelling and, for a short period, flirted with the idea of pursuing a 
career as a screenwriter.  That interest took him across the world to Melbourne, 
Australia, where he spent a semester studying film.  
 

After graduating from Kenyon College in 2008, Matthew’s ongoing interest in sto-
rytelling led him to pursue a career as a trial attorney. The art of using both facts 
and law to create a compelling, persuasive narrative intrigued him. In 2009, Mat-
thew enrolled at Seattle University School of Law. During his three years there, 
Matthew actively sought ways to get involved in his community. To that end, he 
accepted an internship with the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality 
and another internship with the Washington State Minority and Justice Commis-
sion. He also spent a summer studying human rights and constitutional law at the 
University of Cape Town in South Africa. These experiences awakened Matthew 
to the need for foot soldiers in the fight for social justice. It was during law school 
that Matthew resolved to become a public defender, which would allow him to 
combine his passion for storytelling with his desire to serve his community.  
 

Following graduation in 2012, Matthew begrudgingly moved to Maui where he 
clerked for Chief Judge Joseph Cardoza of Hawaii’s Second Circuit. As a clerk, 
Matthew addressed issues related to the hen-prevalent foreclosure crisis. In 2013, 
Matthew accepted a position as a staff attorney with the Department of Public 
Defense, ACA Division, where he continues to work today. Since 2014, Matthew 
has worked in the felony unit and practices primarily out of the Norm Maleng Re-
gional Justice Center. 
 

When Matthew isn’t working or spending time with family and friends, he enjoys 
mentoring and writing on the topic of criminal justice reform. Recently, Matthew 
and his close friend, Brandon Rain, published an article in NW Lawyer titled It’s 
Just a Misdemeanor: A look at Washington’s Broken Probation Model. It can be read in 
the November issue of NW Lawyer.  
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Victoria (Vicky) Slade is an Associate in the Labor & Employment and Litigation 
groups at Garvey Schubert Barer. She specializes in counseling employers 
through personnel issues and in representing employers in employment litigation. 
Vicky is particularly interested in collaborative dispute resolution and litigation 
avoidance, although she also loves going to trial and has successfully represented 
clients in both bench and jury trials. 
 
Vicky spends a significant amount of time on pro bono projects and has worked 
for numerous local non-profits on a range of issues, including housing, employ-
ment, immigration, and access to justice. She also is a Board Member and Chair 
of the Nominating Committee for Legal Voice. 
 
Vicky graduated from Seattle University School of Law in 2011 and from Smith 
College in 2003. In her free time, Vicky enjoys running, hiking, reading, and 
spending time with her wife and one-year-old daughter. 
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Sadé A. Smith 
  

DEPARTMENT OF  
PUBLIC DEFENSE,   

KING COUNTY 
 

1109 First Avenue, Suite 212 
Seattle, WA 98101 

 
206-477-9145 

206-674-4702 fax 
 

Sade.smith@kingcounty.gov 

Sadé Smith is currently a public defender with the King County Department of 
Public Defense. She represents and advocates for indigent clients in Seattle.  
 
Originally from California, she grew up in Pullman, Washington and graduated 
from high school in 2004. After high school she enrolled at Centralia Community 
College for two years graduating with an Associate’s degree in Psychology.  
 
During her time at Centralia she was a member of student government and the 
women’s basketball team. After graduation she transferred to Saint Martin’s Uni-
versity, in Lacey Washington, to complete her undergraduate degree. She graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelors of Arts in Psychology and a Minor in 
Criminal Justice in 2008. While at Saint Martin’s she was a member of the wom-
en’s basketball team and Crisis Clinic volunteer.  
 
In the fall of 2008 she enrolled at the University of Illinois College Of Law where 
she received her JD in 2011. During law school she participated in Frederick 
Douglass Moot Court, was an Editor for that Court the following year, and par-
ticipated in the Civil Law Clinic and the Family Advocacy Clinic.  
 
After graduation she returned to Washington State to work as a criminal defense  
contract attorney at Bartlett, Blair and Brown in Centralia. After a year in Centra-
lia, Sade worked as a public defender for Mountain Law in Mount Vernon. She 
stayed in Mount Vernon for two years before being hired at The Department of 
Public Defense in Seattle in 2014.  
 
Sadé is involved with “School’s Out Washington,” “Social Justice Fund,” and 
“Celebrate Kids,” non-profits that invest in youth and underrepresented commu-
nities.  
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Asia N. Wright is a Senior Associate at Nielsen Shields, PLLC. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in Politics & Government and Business from the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound in 2004, and her Juris Doctor degree from California 
Western School of Law in 2008. At California Western, she was the Lead Articles 
Editor of the Law Review. While in San Diego, Ms. Wright joined the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and served as her flotilla’s staff officer for vessel examinations.  
 
Before attending law school, Ms. Wright worked on cruise ships as an assistant 
cruise director. Ms. Wright has published four articles on cruise ship regulation 
and case law: Beyond the Sea and Spector: Reconciling Port and Flag State Control over 
Cruise Ship Onboard Environmental Procedures and Policies, 18 DUKE EVTL. L. & 
POL'Y F. 215 (2007); Southern Exposure: Managing Sustainable Cruise Ship Tourism in 
Antarctica, 39 CAL. W. INT'L L.J. 43 (2008); Crime Takes a Vacation: Sea Marshals 
and Criminal Jurisdiction over High Seas Cruise Ship Crimes, 7 LOY. MAR. L.J. 1 
(2009); and The Devil in the Design: Assigning Liability for Negligent Design When the 
Cruise Line Did not Create, Participate in, or Approve the Design, 26 U.S.F. MAR. L.J. 
99 (2013).  
 
Ms. Wright is an active member of the Alaska Bar Association, Oregon Bar Asso-
ciation and the Washington State Bar Association.  


