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Christopher Takashi 

Bhang 
Christopher Takashi Bhang (he/him) is a born and raised Seattle native, proud 
Japanese-Korean American, and advocate for those most affected by racism, 
colonization, and oppression. 
 
Chris currently serves as the Civil Rights Program Manager at King County’s 
Office of Equity and Social Justice.  In this role, Chris enforces King County’s  
nondiscrimination ordinances, advises County departments on equitable and 
racially just practices, and works with an array of community stakeholders in 
developing civil rights-related legislation. 
 
Prior to joining the County, Chris worked for the Seattle Office for Civil 
Rights as a senior investigator, a clinic student and fellow at the Korematsu 
Center for Law and Equality, and the managing attorney at Ineo Law Group, 
PLLC where he continues to practice immigration law on a 100% low or pro 
bono basis.  Before becoming an attorney, Chris was a high school science 
teacher at Seattle Urban Academy.   
 
Chris graduated cum laude from the Seattle University School of Law’s Even-
ing Program, and holds a B.S. in Microbiology from the University of Wash-
ington and an M.A. in Community Development from Eastern University.  He 
is an active member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association and 
the King County Bar Association. 
 
A lover of all things nerdy and science fiction, Chris is currently reading the 
works of Octavia Butler.  He lives in Seattle’s Hillman City neighborhood 
with his partner, Michelle, and two puppies. 

KING COUNTY  
OFFICE OF EQUITY  

AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 
 

401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 800       
Seattle, WA 98104 

(206) 263-5580 
 

cbhang@kingcounty.gov 
 



 

 

Niomi was born and raised in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and moved to the United 
States at a young age. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from 
Washington State University,  and accepted a Dean’s Merit Scholarship to De-
Paul University College of Law in Chicago, Illinois. While in Chicago, Niomi 
worked for a criminal defense and civil rights firm defending victims of gross 
injustices. In her third year of law school, Niomi was selected to join the Justice 
Center for Capital Defense where she helped represent death row inmates as 
well as defendants charged in high-profile capital cases. 
 
Niomi retuned to Seattle after law school and began working for a Seattle law 
firm representing people who suffered catastrophic injuries. Niomi recently 
opened her own law firm, Fisseha Drake PLLC, and devotes her practice to 
helping those seriously injured in medical malpractice cases, maritime and mo-
tor vehicle collisions. She takes great pride and responsibility in aggressively 
advocating for her clients against large corporations and insurance companies. 
 
Niomi is admitted to practice in Illinois and Washington, and in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of Washington. Niomi has been selected as 
a “Rising Star” by both Washington Super Lawyers and Illinois Super Lawyers 
from 2015-2019. She is a member of the Washington State Association for Jus-
tice, where she currently serves on the Board of Governors and the Awards 
Committee. She previously served as Chair of the Diversity Committee and on 
the Political Action Committee board. 
 
Niomi is an active member of her community and volunteers at numerous or-
ganizations in the Seattle area. She is a former Board Member of OneAmerica, 
the largest immigrant and refugee rights organization in the northwest, and is 
an active volunteer at the Ethiopian Community Center in Seattle.  
 
Niomi is an avid scuba diver and enjoys traveling to unique places around the 
world to dive. She enjoys spending her free time with her husband, Terren, and 
their four month old daughter, Alaia. 

Niomi Fisseha Drake 
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FISSEHA DRAKE 
PLLC 

 
135 Park Ave N Suite 300 

Renton, WA 98057 
425.686.8955 

 
Niomi@fissehadrake.com 

http://www.fissehadrake.com/ 
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Erika Joyce Evans, a Pacific Northwest native, graduated from the University 
of Washington with a bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences. 
She later pursued her law degree at the Seattle University School of Law. Dur-
ing law school, she served as president of the Black Law Students Association 
and on the Executive Board of the National Black Law Students Association. 
During her 1L summer, she externed in the Homicide and Violent Crimes Unit 
for the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. Later, as a 3L, Erika in-
terned as a Rule 9 for the criminal division of the Seattle City Attorney’s Of-
fice. 
 
After graduating law school, Erika joined the Seattle City Attorney’s Office. 
She currently practices in the civil division where she represents the City of 
Seattle and the Seattle Police Department in federal and state court for 42 U.S. 
Code § 1983 violations.  
 
Erika was awarded with the Young Lawyer Award in May 2017 for her lead-
ership in advancing the goals of the Loren Miller Bar Association. She later 
went on to serve as the President of the Loren Miller Bar Association from 
2018-2019. She currently serves as the mentorship chair for the Loren Miller 
Bar Association.  
 
Erika is committed to serving students, her mentees range from high school to 
law school students. She was honored with the 2019 Seattle University School 
of Law, Black Law Student’s Association, Alumni of the Year award for her 
demonstrated excellence in the practice of law and commitment to community 
service.  
 
In her free time, Erika likes to travel, cook, and spend time with her loved 
ones.  

SEATTLE CITY  
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

 
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2050 

Seattle, WA 98104-7097 
Phone: 206-233-2158 

 
Erika.Evans@seattle.gov 

www.seattle.gov/cityattorney  
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Kate Francis is a staff attorney at the King County Bar Association’s (KCBA) 
Family Law Mentor Program where she provides pro bono representation to 
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault in protection order and fam-
ily law cases. She also mentors volunteer attorneys to do the same. Before 
joining KCBA, Kate served as the Legal Advocate at the Domestic Abuse 
Women’s Network (DAWN) assisting survivors of domestic violence with 
their legal needs.  

Kate grew up in Idaho and moved to Seattle after college to attend law school 
at Seattle University School of Law to pursue her interest in social justice. In 
law school, Kate participated in the International Human Rights Clinic, where 
she wrote an amicus curiae brief to the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights on indigenous land rights. Kate also interned at the Alaska Immigration 
Justice Project in Anchorage, AK, preparing immigration applications for sur-
vivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.  

In addition to her work at the Family Law Mentor Program, Kate volunteers at 
various legal clinics in King County. She also assists in organizing a free legal 
clinic for queer individuals in partnership with the QLaw Foundation. Kate 
also serves on the Board of Directors of the King County Coalition Ending 
Gender Based Violence, a coalition of organizations working to end gender 
based violence and promoting equitable relationships through collective action 
for social change.   

Kate graduated from Grinnell College in Iowa in 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science and Russian Studies, and then graduated cum laude from 
Seattle University School of Law in 2011. During her free time, Kate enjoys 
playing soccer, skiing, hiking, and traveling.  

KING COUNTY BAR 
FAMILY LAW MENTOR 

PROGRAM 
 

1200 5th Ave.  
Ste. 700         

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-267-7047 

 
katef@kcba.org 

Family Law Mentor Program 
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Leticia graduated from Portland State University in Oregon with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Pre-Law and Women Studies.  Leticia earned her J.D. in 2015 from 
Seattle University School of Law where she was actively involved and served 
as the Latinx Law Student Association (LLSA) President from 2014-2015. 
During her presidency, she spearheaded the creation of the LLSA scholarship. 
As the Events Coordinator for the American Indian Law Journal, she orga-
nized a statewide panel on the reauthorization of the Violence Against Wom-
en’s Act. She was recently awarded the  Seattle University School of Law/
LLSA Alumni Spirit of Service Award .  
 
Leticia Hernández  is a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney with King County Prose-
cuting Attorney’s Office (KCPAO). After a brief stint in the Criminal Division 
where she handled gross misdemeanor trials, she now practices in the Family 
Support Division. Her practice focus is to ensure the rights and well-being of 
children and families in King County are safeguarded. Prior to coming to the 
KCPAO, she worked in private practice as a family law attorney handling 
complex dissolution of marriage cases with Whitaker Kent, LLP.  
 
Leticia is actively involved in her community. She served a 2-year term as the 
Vice President of Events & Planning with the board of the Latina/o Bar Asso-
ciation of WA. She was awarded the Latina/o Bar Association of WA scholar-
ship award. Currently, she serves as the Chair-Elect for the Civil Rights divi-
sion of the WSBA. She  is also a member of the Equity and Social Justice 
newsletter and committee at the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office.  
 
When she is not working, she loves to spend time with her daughter, Itzel. 
They enjoy traveling  and eating at local restaurants as they are both big food-
ies and Itzel hopes to become a chef someday.  
                    

Leticia Hernández 

KING COUNTY 
PROSECUTING  

ATTORNEY’S  
OFFICE 

 
516 Third Avenue  

Ste. E-400         
Seattle, WA 98104 

206.477.1203 
 

lhernandezvaldovi-
nos@kingcounty.gov 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/de
pts/prosecutor/child-

support.aspx 
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Nyoka M. Jeffrey 
 

KING COUNTY  
PROSECUTORS  

OFFICE 
 

516 3rd Avenue South, Suite  
Seattle, WA 98104 

206.477.8684 
 

njeffrey@kingcounty.gov 
 

Nyoka Michelle Jeffrey is a native of Seattle.  She attended High School at 
Rainier Beach and graduated from the University of Washington with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Law Society and Justice.  She began her legal work at Ellis Li 
and McKinstry where she worked as a Legal Assistant to Chad Allred, who is 
now a Superior Court Judge and Steven O’Ban who now serves as a Senator 
for the 28th Legislative District.  Eventually she pursued her own legal career 
and was accepted to Seattle University School of Law.  There she participated 
in the Black Law Student Association.  She was also the recipient of the Puget 
Sound Minority Clerkship and was awarded with the Loren Miller Bar Foun-
dation Philip L. Burton Scholarship Award. 
 

After graduating from law school, Nyoka received a Clerkship with the Hon-
orable Judge Mary Yu, who now sits as a Justice on our Washington Supreme 
Court.  She later clerked for Superior Court Judge, Theresa Doyle.  Both clerk-
ships provided an opportunity for Nyoka to witness the criminal justice system 
first hand.  This led to her career with the King County Prosecutors Office 
where she is currently a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney.  As a prosecutor, 
Nyoka has tried cases at the misdemeanor and felony level.  She has tried cas-
es varying from DUI’s to commercial sex abuse of a minor.  She also served 
as the sole prosecutor to those who failed to register as a sex offender.  Her 
current role is the lead prosecutor over the Drug Diversion Court program. 
 

Nyoka has demonstrated a commitment to criminal justice and community 
safety.  She often speaks to the community about her work in the Drug Diver-
sion Court program.  In her free time Nyoka enjoys spending time with her 
two sons. 
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James Johnson 

 James F. Johnson graduated from the University of Washington in Seattle, 
Washington with a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology. He graduated from 
Seattle University School of Law in 2012. During law school he was a mem-
ber of the Black Law Students Association and Student Body Association. 
James has served on the executive board for the Loren Miller Bar Association 
for several years and is currently the President-Elect for 2020.  
 
After law school, James worked as a policy aide in the criminal division of the 
Seattle City Attorney’s office. Subsequently, he became a Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney with the King County Prosecutor’s office where he worked in the 
Juvenile Court and Felony Trial Unit. Currently, James has transitioned to civ-
il practice where he specializes in workers’ compensation and third-party inju-
ry matters with Emery Reddy, PLLC.  
 
James attributes his successes to the vast community that helped raise him. He 
was born in Anchorage, Alaska, raised in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
moved to Washington when he was 11 years old. Outside the practice of law, 
he is a husband, father of two boys, son, sibling of four sisters and a brother, 
and friend to many.  

EMERY REDDY,  PLLC 
 

600 Stewart St., Ste. 1100 
Seattle, WA 98101 

206.909.2150 
 

james.johnson@gmail.com  
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Javier Ortiz 
  

BEACON ATTORNEY S,  
PLLC 

 
2411 14th Ave S. 

 Seattle, WA 98144 
206.721.8880 

 
javier@beaconattorneys.com 

 

Javier “Javi” Ortiz is a first-generation Guatemalan-American who graduated 
from the University of California-Riverside (UCR) with a Bachelor’s of Arts 
in Political Science/Law and Society and a minor in Creative Writing. While 
at UCR Javi served as president of UCR’s Amnesty International chapter. Ja-
vi collaborated with women's advocacy groups; organized a “Write for 
Rights” writing campaign; and helped organize a protest against legally-
questionable ICE. Javi then went on to attend Seattle University School of 
Law. While at Seattle U, Javi served on the SBA as a 1L Representative, then 
Student Services Representative, then Sergeant-at-Arms. Javi also served as 
President of the Wine and Beverage Law Society, Recruiting Chair of Phi Al-
pha Delta-Truman Chapter, interned with the Coalition Ending Gender-Based 
violence, DC non-profit, Ayuda, and worked as a Rule 9 for the King County 
Prosecutor’s Office. Javi was also Editor-in-Chief of the American Indian 
Law Journal, and part of the inaugural cohort of Seattle University’s Home-
less Rights Advocacy Project.  
 
After graduating from Seattle U Javi clerked for a year for the Honorable Eric 
Z. Lucas of the Snohomish County Superior Court. Javi then joined the fami-
ly law firm, Beacon Attorneys, PLLC, located on Beacon Hill—where he cur-
rently practices. Javi primarily deals with complex divorces, parenting plans, 
child support modifications, adoptions, protection orders, and other civil mat-
ters. 
 
Javi is fluent in Spanish and is committed to advocating and promoting Latinx 
and LGBT issues in Washington and across the country, as well as issues con-
cerning people of color generally. Other than his family law practice, Javi al-
so serves as a member of the King County Diversity committee and the King 
County Family Law section. Javi also provides mentorship to current Seattle 
University School of Law students. 
 
On his free time, Javi likes to write fiction stories, find new artists on Spotify, 
and find perfect baking recipes for his inevitable audition for the Great British 
Baking Show.  



 

 

Miles F. Russell is an Assistant Attorney General with the Social and Health 
Services Division in Tacoma. Miles has been with the AGO since 2014, where 
he worked in the Bellingham Regional Services Division, representing DSHS 
in child abuse and neglect cases in Whatcom and Skagit Counties. Since mov-
ing to the AGO’s Tacoma office in February 2018, he has focused on juvenile 
dependency cases, and continues to practice juvenile law in Pierce and Kitsap 
Counties. Miles graduated from the University of Chicago in June 2008, and 
Washington University School of Law in May 2013. Outside of work, Miles 
enjoys hiking, cycling, and photography. 

Miles F. Russell 
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1250 Pacific Ave #105 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

 
Office:   (253) 593-5245 
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Dana Savage 

Dana Savage graduated in from the University of California, Riverside, with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science with an emphasis on Globalization 
and Development. She later attended Seattle University School of Law and 
earned her Juris Doctorate.  While at Seattle University, Dana was active in both 
her academics and the pursuit of social justice. She was research assistant to 
Professor Margaret Chon, where she helped analyze international copyright pro-
tections in cross-border disputes for Professor Chon’s work in the SAGE Copy-
right Handbook, as well as provided detailed analysis of international human 
rights’ abuses in the textile industry for use in Professor Chon’s own individual 
publications. Dana also helped co-found the Seattle University Social Justice 
Policy Advocates, worked as a Rule 9 Attorney with both  the Snohomish 
County Department of Public Defense and the International Refugee Assistant 
Project, and served as a law clerk for Justice Steven Gonzalez’s State Supreme 
Court appointment campaign. 
 
After graduating from law school, Dana hung her own shingle and found suc-
cess by working as a contract attorney for several local law firms. Her diligence 
and legal advocacy helped her grow her solo practice into a small firm of attor-
neys that later became known as Helios Law Group, PLLC. At Helios, Dana 
served as Managing Partner and was the lead trial attorney for the firm. She rep-
resented clients in matters ranging from family law and landlord tenant disputes, 
to small business representation, debt defense, civil rights litigation, and estate 
planning. Dana also volunteered her time with the King County Bar Association 
Neighborhood Legal Clinics, the Washington Anti-Trafficking Response Net-
work, and served as a supervising attorney for the International Refugee Assis-
tance Project. 
 
Presently, Dana represents the Department of Children, Youth, & Families on 
Dependency and Juvenile Litigation matters in her capacity as an Assistant At-
torney General for the Washington State Attorney General’s Office. She also is 
a member of the Washington AGO Diversity Advisory Committee, the 
LGBTQ+ Affinity Group, and is the Vice President of Issues and Advocacy for  
QLAW Bar Association of Washington.  
 
Outside of the legal profession, Dana is active in the Greater Seattle Business 
Association, where she is committed to advancing opportunities for young 
LGBTQ+ and allied professionals via serving as a Council Member for the 
GSBA Young Professional Advisory Council and as a Committee Mem-
ber/Scholarship Interviewer for its Scholarship Steering Committee. In her spare 
time, Dana enjoys singing, playing guitar, drawing, fitness, and making connec-
tions with new people from all walks of life. 

WASHINGTON 
STATE ATTORNEY  

GENERAL’S  
OFFICE 

 
800 Fifth Ave, Suite 2000 

Seattle, WA 98104 
206.389.2068 

 
dana.savage@atg.wa.gov 

www.atg.wa.gov 
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Rachel Seals 
  

Rachel Seals is an Assistant City Attorney for the City of Seattle, where 
she practices labor and employment law. She advises City officials and de-
partments on discipline and discharge, leave and disability accommoda-
tions, wage and hour issues, and claims of discrimination, harassment and 
retaliation. She also defends the City in litigation, unfair labor practice 
charges, administrative agency charges, civil service appeals and labor ar-
bitrations.  
 
Prior to joining the City Attorney’s Office, Rachel spent eight years in pri-
vate practice as a business and employment litigator at large Seattle and 
Minneapolis law firms.  While in private practice, Rachel served on re-
cruiting, diversity and associate committees, and supported firm initiatives 
to recruit and retain attorneys from diverse and underrepresented back-
grounds.  
 
Rachel has been an avid supporter of minority bar associations to support 
the success of female attorneys and attorneys of color in the legal profes-
sion. She has been a board member of the Korean American Bar Associa-
tion (KABA) since 2016. She has also served as a board member of Wash-
ington Women Lawyers (WWL) and the Minnesota Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Bar Association (MNAPABA). 
 
Since the beginning of her legal career, Rachel has also devoted significant 
time to providing pro bono legal services to underserved communities, vol-
unteering with numerous organizations, including KABA’s legal clinic in 
Edmonds, WA, KCBA’s Housing Justice Project, Minnesota’s Volunteer 
Lawyers Network, the Hennepin County Housing Clinic, and the Minneso-
ta Children’s Law Center.   
 
Rachel earned her Bachelor of Arts degree, cum laude, from Luther Col-
lege in Decorah, IA, and her Juris Doctor degree, cum laude, from Mitchell 
Hamline School of Law in St. Paul, MN. She is from Minnesota but moved 
to Seattle in 2014, where she lives with her husband, two-year old daughter 
and 10-year old dog, all of whom love the hiking, breweries and outdoors 
of the PNW. 

SEATTLE CITY      
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

 
701 5th Ave. 

Ste. 2050        
Seattle, WA 98104 

(206) 684-0374 
 

rachel.seals@seattle.gov 
 



 

 

Aileen Tsao is a public defense attorney who has represented indigent adults 
and children in all levels of criminal charges, in addition to those facing civil 
involuntary commitment (hospitalization) proceedings.  The majority of her 
clients struggle with severe mental health disabilities, chemical dependencies, 
chronic poverty, generational discrimination, and are victims of significant 
violence and trauma.   

 

Aileen received an Honors Bachelors of Arts at the University of Toronto.  
She then began her career working for an international nonprofit fundraising 
for development projects around the world. Aileen then attended Seattle Uni-
versity School of Law where she had the opportunity to explore her interests 
by working overseas with the Documentation Center of Cambodia, the ACLU 
of Washington, as an extern for Justice Mary I. Yu (King County Superior 
Court), and The Defender Association (now a division of King County De-
partment of Public Defense).   

 

Aileen strives to bring the knowledge she gains as a public defense attorney 
to her service with community organizations. Currently, Aileen is a board 
member with the Asian Bar Association of Washington, and is a member of  
the Joint Asian Judicial Evaluation Committee and the King County Bar As-
sociation Judicial Officer Survey Committee.  Aileen has also been a commit-
tee member for the Washington Coalition of Legal Minority Professionals 
(rating prosecutorial candidates for elections). 

 

Aileen and her husband enjoy volunteering in the community. Together, they 
lead a group of volunteers in serving monthly meals at New Horizons Minis-
tries, a nonprofit that works with homeless youth where she is also a former 
board member. 

Aileen Tsao 
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KING COUNTY  
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC DEFENSE 
(THE DEFENDER  

ASSOCIATION  
DIVISION) 

 
710 2nd Ave #700 
Seattle WA 98104 

206.477.8700 
 

Aileen.Tsao@KingCounty.gov 
https://www.kingcounty.gov/de

pts/public-defense.aspx  


