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Elbert Aull 

Elbert Aull started his career at Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem in          
September 2012. He moved to Washington in late 2014, and has worked for the 
Snohomish County Public Defender Association and the King County Department of 
Public Defense (The Defender Association Division). Aull currently handles felonies in 
King County Superior Court, Kent. 
 
Aull earned his law degree, cum laude, from The Ohio State University in May 2012. At 
Ohio State, he served as Articles Editor for The Ohio State Journal on Dispute             
Resolution, was a two-year member of the school’s Appellate Advocacy Moot Court 
team, and received CALI Awards for earning the highest grades in his Sentencing Law, 
Election Law, Labor Law, and Criminal Defenses classes. Aull was part of a group of 
students who assisted Professor Douglas Berman in writing his amicus curiae brief to 
the Supreme Court of the United States in Miller v. Alabama. 
 

Aull has served as lead counsel in dozens of misdemeanor and felony trials. He was 

recently recognized by the Washington Defender Association for his work in a 2019 

case that resulted in the dismissal of a violent felony charge against his client and a 

200-page sanctions order against a Snohomish County Prosecutor for misconduct. In 

his spare time, he serves as the chairman for his union’s political action committee—

working to improve living conditions at local jails and working conditions for his        

colleagues.  

King County Department 
of  Public Defense,  

The Defender  
Association Division  

  
420 W. Harrison St. 

Ste. 202 
Kent, WA 98032  

 
eaull@kingcounty.gov  
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Smriti Chandrashekar is a Privacy and Data Security Counsel at Netflix. Prior to Netflix, 
Smriti worked as a senior associate at Hintze Law, a preeminent law firm specializing in 
privacy and data security. Smriti has advised clients on a wide range of privacy and  
data security issues and has experience with regulatory data security compliance,        
development of internal privacy and data security programs, practices and                
assessments, negotiating data protection agreements, and data breach notice          
obligations.  
 
Smriti has worked at the World Bank Group in Washington, D.C. and Indian Council for 
Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) on issues of digitization, tech 
policy and Internet regulation.  
 
Smriti currently serves on the International Association of Privacy Professionals (IAPP) 
Training Advisory Board. She also serves on the American Bar Association’s Young 
Lawyer’s Advisory Panel (YLAP). Smriti also served as a President of the South Asian 
Bar Association of Washington (SABAW). Smriti was a member of the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Shapers’ Seattle Hub where she worked on projects like Get Out the 
Vote and Shaper Hands.  
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Brynn serves as general counsel to Peninsula Community Health Services, a federally 
qualified health center headquartered in Bremerton, WA. In her role, she directs all 
legal matters for the organization and is responsible for developing and implementing 
PCHS’s strategic initiatives as a member of the senior leadership team. She is       
particularly proud to have developed the Kitsap Peninsula’s first Medical-Legal     
Partnership, which connects PCHS patients who have health-harming legal needs 
with legal service providers in the community.  
 
Prior to joining PCHS, Brynn was a litigator at Lane Powell and clerked for the      
Honorable Justice Mary I. Yu at the Washington Supreme Court. Before her legal  
career, she served as a classroom teacher and advocated for criminal justice reform 
initiatives with the American Civil Liberties Union of Washington. 
 
Brynn currently serves on the Access to Justice Board, where she co-chairs the   
Technology Committee. She also serves on the board of directors of Kitsap         
Community Resources, an antipoverty community action agency, and is a member of 
the Suquamish Community Advisory Council. 
 
Brynn received a BA in Politics from U.C. Santa Cruz (Go, Banana Slugs!), an MA in 
Human Rights from Central European University, and a JD from Boston University 
School of Law, where she was a Public Interest Scholar. 
 
She is grateful to her friends, family, and community for their support and               
encouragement throughout this journey—with a special thanks to her spouse and two 
children, who make it all possible. 
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Chelsey Heindel is currently an Assistant Public Defender with Spokane City and     
previously held the same position with Spokane County. She has focused her practice 
on misdemeanors, especially crimes of poverty, and is committed to limiting collateral 
consequences for her indigent clients as well as pushing to expand noncriminal        
resolutions to criminal cases. Her commitment to representing low-income            
Washingtonians stems from her own experience growing up with a young single      
father that struggled to provide for her and her twin sister. 
 
For undergraduate, Chelsey attended the University of Washington where she       
graduated summa cum laude with a double major in English Literature and History. 
She continued her studies at UW, and graduated from law school in 2014. During law 
school she was awarded a QLaw scholarship, several CALI awards, and served on the 
editorial board for the Washington Journal of Law, Technology, and Arts. She also  
interned with Snohomish County’s Public Defender Association and King County Office 
of Public Defense.  
 

When not working, Chelsey enjoys completing crossword puzzles, mastering craft 

cocktail recipes, and collecting Blackwing pencils. 

Chelsey Heindel 

C ITY  OF  SPOKANE  
PUBLIC  

DEFENDER 'S           
OFFICE  

 
824 N Monroe St 

Spokane WA 99201 
509-835-5955 
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Fabiola Jimenez is a first-generation attorney, who has battled and overcome 
many obstacles to reach her dream of becoming a lawyer and a role model for 
young Latinos across the country. As the first person in her family to graduate 
from any school, she proudly displays her graduation certificates – from middle 
school to law school – as badges of honor for her parents. Her humble         
beginnings have engendered an affinity for innovative and emerging markets 
as they tend to mirror her own unique path. Growing up on a small farm in 
Eastern Washington, Fabiola has remained connected to her roots while pursu-
ing her career in the big city. Her Mexican upbringing has instilled in her      
traditional values, but her insatiable curiosity keeps her invested in perpetual 
personal and professional growth.  
 

Fabiola has a diverse legal background in business law, corporate governance, 

regulatory compliance, intellectual property, marketing and advertising. Over 

the past few years, she has focused her legal career on the cannabis market 

and has advised businesses of all sizes across the country with a wide range 

of issues.  She is known for her creative solutions and thoughtful perspective at 

every stage of her clients’ business. She enjoys staying on top of legal trends 

when she is not mentoring aspiring professionals across the country.  

EQUINOX  
 

11130 NE 33rd Place, 
Suite 120 

Bellevue, WA 98004 
971-358-1149 

 
fabi@equinoxbusinesslaw.com   

mailto:fabi@equinoxbusinesslaw.com
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Hari Kumar 

DUANE  MORRIS  LLP   
 

Columbia Tower 
701 5th Avenue, 42nd Floor 

Seattle, WA 98104  
415-957-3034 

 
hkumar@duanemorris.com 

Hari Kumar works at Duane Morris LLP where his legal practice involves commercial, 
privacy, and insurance coverage litigation matters throughout Washington State,     
California, and Oregon. He advises his clients regarding complex state and federal 
regulations, including conducting internal investigations, preparing witnesses for      
testimony, and managing discovery while navigating privilege and data privacy laws. 
 
Apart from work, Hari also is an active member of the Washington legal community. 
 To support the South Asian community, for the past three years he has served as a 
committee member of the South Asian Bar Association of Washington (“SABAW”).  As 
a committee member of SABAW he organized a know your rights clinic for tenants who 
could not pay their rent during the Covid-19 pandemic and were on the verge of     
eviction.  He also organized SABAW’s annual banquet, and raised money for                
scholarships for deserving law students.  Hari is also a member of the King County Bar      
Association.  
 
Public service has always been important to Hari and he is an active volunteer at the 
North West Justice Project’s Debt Relief Clinic and serves on the Western District of 
Washington’s pro bono panel. 
 
Hari grew up in Federal Way, Washington and currently lives in Seattle. He completed 
a B.A. (Hons) at the University of St. Andrews in International Relations and Business 
Management and holds a MSc in Modern South Asian Studies from the University of 
Oxford. During his time at the University of St. Andrews, Hari was an active member of 
the St. Andrew’s Union Debating Society. After completing law school at UC Davis 
School of Law he gained admission to the California, Oregon and Washington State 
bar.  
 
While Hari practices in many states home, will always be Washington for him. In his 
spare time he enjoys exploring new restaurants with his wife and reading books on 
history. 
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Born and raised in Walla Walla, Morales has served as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
since 2017 with the Walla Walla County Prosecuting Attorney’s office. Michelle        
Morales is responsible for handling District Court, Juvenile Court, Adult Felonies, and 
the Adult Recovery Court. Among Morales’s accomplishments, she helped develop 
policies and procedures for the Prosecutor’s Office to ensure that victim’s voices are 
heard throughout the court process.  Recently, Morales ran for Walla Walla County 
Prosecuting Attorney. She ran a campaign focused on modernizing the Prosecutor’s 
Office, committing to community safety through holding offender’s accountable, and 
utilizing alternatives to incarceration by treating the underlying causes such as        
substance use, mental health, and homelessness for non-violent offenders.  
 
Morales’s family is from Puerto Rico, and her father’s military career brought the family 
at first to Tacoma, Washington, and eventually to Walla Walla. Morales is a graduate 
of Walla Walla High School and then enrolled at Whitman College after receiving the 
Michael Murr scholarship. At Whitman College, Morales double majored with BAs in 
History and Politics. After Whitman, Morales attended Seattle University School of 
Law. She also worked for the King County Prosecutor’s Office before returning home 
to Walla Walla. At King County PAO, Morales worked on the Carnation Homicide trials 
as well as served in the District Court and Felony Trial units.  
 
“I always knew that I wanted to come home to serve the Walla Walla community. I  
believe that it is the duty of the prosecutor’s office to advocate for victims, to build   
better relationships with community organizations and law enforcement, and to require 
accountability of the justice system.  By including all community members that take 
part in the justice system, we can create positive change to keep every person in Walla 
Walla safe. Creating more transparency will help develop better solutions to the issues 
in the justice system and strengthen the community’s confidence in our office.”  
 
Morales and her husband have two children, an 11-year-old Catahoula Leopard dog 
named Bennett and make their home in College Place, Washington  

DEPUTY   
PROSECUTING   

ATTORNEY  
 

509-301-7296 
 

Mlmorales.law@gmail.com 
Moralesforww.com 
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Sanaa Nagi 

K ING  COUNTY   
PROSECUTING   

ATTORNEY ’S  OFFICE  
 

516 3rd Avenue 
W554 

Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 263-2952 

 
snagi@kingcounty.gov 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/p
rosecutor.aspx 

Originally from Florida, Sanaa obtained her Bachelor of Science degrees in political 
science and psychology from Florida State University. Her pursuit of a legal career 
brought her across the country to Seattle, where she earned her Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Washington School of Law. While in law school, Sanaa joined the 
Innocence Project Northwest Clinic and interned for the Pierce County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office Appellate Unit. These experiences shifted her focus towards public 
service and community advocacy through criminal prosecution. 
 
Sanaa joined the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office as a Deputy Prosecuting 
Attorney shortly after graduating in 2018. In her current role with the Violent Crimes 
Unit Trial Team, she investigates and prosecutes criminal jury trials involving serious 
felony cases of assault, robbery, burglary, and unlawful firearm possession. Sanaa is 
passionate about pursuing justice for crime victims through a lens of equity and      
fairness. 
 
Outside of the office, Sanaa trades her suit out for sneakers and enjoys recharging in 
the mountains with her husband, David, and their two dogs, Fitz and Moe.  
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Jessie Rehms 

Originally from Montana, Jessie is a staff attorney with the Wenatchee office of the 
Northwest Immigrant Rights Project. In her role, she works with asylum seekers, crime 
victims, and other non-citizens seeking stability and safety.  While her expertise lies in 
immigration, she also has civil litigation and employment law experience through her 
previous work with the Northwest Justice Project’s Farmworker Unit.  
 
Jessie graduated with a J.D. from the University of Denver’s Sturm College of Law in 
2016 and is licensed in both Colorado and Washington. During law school, Jessie was 
a Senior Staff Editor for the Denver Law Review and interned with Rocky Mountain 
Immigrant Advocacy Network, Colorado Legal Services, and the Meyer Law Office, 
P.C. Prior to law school, Jessie worked in international development and reproductive 
rights. 
 
In her free time, Jessie serves on the executive committee of TREAD, a Wenatchee 
non-profit committed to education, sustainability, and inclusivity in the outdoor spaces 
of Central Washington. Jessie is also a volunteer ski-patroller at her local ski hill. When 
there is not snow on the ground, Jessie can be found trail running and mountain biking 
in the Wenatchee Valley.  

NORTHWEST   
IMMIGRANT  R IGHTS  

PROJECT  
 

620 N. Emerson Ave 
Ste.  201 

Wenatchee, WA 98801 
(206) 816-3826 

 
Jessica@nwirp.org 

www.nwirp.org 



 

 

Zaida Rivera is the proud daughter of hardworking Mexican immigrants and an        
immigrant herself. She received her B.A. in International Relations and Spanish from 
Gonzaga University and her J.D. from the University of Idaho College of Law.  
 
Zaida is a Clinical Fellow and the Director of the Immigration Clinic at Gonzaga Law 
School where she teaches the Immigration Clinic seminar and supervises law students 
representing clients in various immigration matters. Zaida also co-supervises the   
Gonzaga Law in Action: Immigration Advocacy program where students have traveled 
to Nogales to work with migrants seeking asylum at the US-Mexico border. Zaida has 
been practicing immigration law for ten years, primarily representing clients in          
immigration proceedings. She has worked for various immigration legal services     
providers in Washington, New York, and New Jersey, including with the NW Immigrant 
Rights Project, Kids in Need of Defense, and  Seton Hall Law School’s Immigration 
Clinic.  
 
Zaida is passionate about access to justice initiatives and enjoys coordinating and   
volunteering for legal clinics. She also enjoys participating in law school pipeline      
programs to encourage underrepresented students to pursue a legal education.  
 
Zaida is currently on the board of the Latina/o Bar Association of Washington as the 
Co-Chair of the Judicial Evaluations Committee and on the ATJ Delivery Systems’  
Undocumented Communities Subcommittee. She is grateful for all the support from 
family, friends, and colleagues in her journey. La Lucha Sigue!! 

Zaida C. Rivera 
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Deanna “Dede” 
Tran 

Deanna (she/her) is corporate counsel at Microsoft, where she is part of a team that 
helps advance inclusive culture by investigating workplace discrimination, harassment, 
and retaliation. She also proudly served as the Co-Chair of her legal department’s   
Military Veterans Employee Network, helping to build a strong and supportive          
professional network for veterans and military families. Her prior military experience 
was as an active duty judge advocate with the US Army, which included a bronze star 
for her service in Afghanistan.  
 
As the daughter of Vietnamese refugees, Deanna champions building up communities. 
Her recent community work includes co-founding mutual aid projects like Viets for   
Afghans, which mobilized Vietnamese American support for resettling Afghan refugees 
in Washington state, and Viet Fact Check, which combats misinformation in the       
Vietnamese diaspora. She graduated from the Washington University in St. Louis 
School of Law and is barred in Washington and Kentucky. 
 
Born in Kentucky, Deanna resides in Seattle with her fiancé Tuan and their dog Bơ 
(Vietnamese for butter). Outside of work, Deanna enjoys spending time with her family,    
listening to live music, and solving jigsaw puzzles with friends. 

M ICROSOFT  
 

5600 148th Ave NE 
Redmond, WA 98052  

(425) 703-1269  
 

detran@microsoft.com 
www.microsoft.com/en-

us/legal/ 

http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/legal/
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/legal/
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Paulina Wu 

Paulina is corporate counsel, real estate at Starbucks. Her practice focuses on  
supporting Starbucks real estate portfolio on the West Coast, ranging from         
negotiating real estate transactions, advising clients on issues related to real estate 
development and operations, and supporting special cross-practice projects.  
 
Prior to joining Starbucks, Paulina was a real estate associate at K&L Gates LLP in 
Seattle. Born and raised in the greater Seattle area, Paulina earned her BA in    
Political Science at UCLA, summa cum laude, and graduated from the University of 
Chicago Law School with honors. Paulina has been published in the Chicago   
Journal of International Law, Real Property, Probate & Trust Law Journal, and 
Drake Journal of International Law.  
 
Throughout her career, Paulina has actively participated in inclusion and diversity 
committees and mentoring programs. Previously, she served as a board member 
on the Washington State China Relations Council.  
 
Outside of practicing law, Paulina enjoys cooking and traveling with her husband, 
family, and friends.  

STARBUCKS  
 

2401 Utah Ave S  
Ste. 800, MS: SLA 1 
Seattle, WA 98134 

(206) 300-6821 
 

pawu@starbucks.com  


